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Minutes of the 81st Annual General Meeting held on Tuesday 10th December 2024 at 4pm via Zoom.

1 Welcome and Opening Remarks from the Honorary President
Maureen McGinn, SCVO’s Honorary President, welcomed attendees to the meeting and explained the meetings online procedures for recording and voting.

2 Minutes of the Previous AGM
The minutes of the 80th Annual General Meeting held on Tuesday 5th December 2023 were approved.

3 Report from Convener and Chief Executive
SCVO Convener, Richard Jennings presented his reflections on the year 2023/24:
The Convener set out that we were in the first year of SCVO’s five-year strategy, noting that SCVO represents over 4,000 member organisations, with 170,000 website users and 145,000 visitors to Funding Scotland.
SCVO also hosts Connecting Scotland which supported 35 organisations and over 1000 individuals, and SCVO’s Climate Confidence Toolkit had reached 500 organisations.
The Scottish Charity Awards and The Gathering were both successful and well attended.
The Convener rounded up with SCVO’s internal achievements, noting that 98% of staff would recommend SCVO as a great place to work, and 96% recognise our commitment to diversity and inclusion.

SCVO Chief Executive, Anna Fowlie, highlighted SCVO’s office moves and blended working arrangements, Fair Funding advocacy work, and the Third Sector Tracker.

Anna also noted the Village Halls Conference and Handbook, digital inclusion, climate action, and communications impact.


4 Financial Statements for the year to 31st March 2024
SCVO’s Treasurer, Farha Jamadar, reported on the Financial Statements for the financial year 2023/24 and confirmed that there had been an unqualified audit report from our auditors, Cheine and Tait.

5 Appointments to Board of Trustees
Two vacancies had arisen as Debbie Adams and Ashley Ryan had completed their first terms.
Ashley Ryan had decided to stand down after her first term, but Debbie Adams stood for re-election.

Debbie Adams (Victim Support Scotland) and Sue McKillop (Scenic Sandbank Ltd) were successfully elected to the Board of Trustees.

Co-opted members Sean Duffy and Fiona Gillespie stood down at the end of their second terms, with new appointments Ben Supple (Royal Zoological Society of Scotland), and Steven Marwick (Inspiring Scotland) coming on board.

The Honorary President confirmed the elections as valid, and appointments noted.

6 Appointment of Auditors
The Honorary President confirmed that Cheine and Tait had been appointed as SCVO’s auditors for the financial year 2024/25 and that that the Board had been authorised to determine their remuneration.

      7 	      Amendments to the SCVO Constitution
Chief Executive, Anna Fowlie, proposed the removal of redundant phrasing and requirement to appoint a vice-convenor, and clarifications around electronic contributions. Anna also proposed the change to close voting in advance of the meetings.
The Honorary President confirmed that the amendments had been approved with minor adjustments to definitions.

8      Questions from Members
The Honorary President noted a pre-submitted question on Trustee training.
SCVO confirmed that there continues to be ongoing training for trustees in the sector and Trustees’ Network events. These are advertised in members bulletins and on the website, but the best way to find out about them and sign up was via MySCVO accounts.

9       Closing Remarks from the Honorary President
The Honorary President thanked Members, guests and SCVO staff for their help in organising and participating in the AGM.
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